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Mortality rates in all age groups have declined during the past 20 years.  However, mortality among adolescents has decreased less than in most other age groups, overtaking childhood mortality in some countries.  
Most deaths in young people are preventable.  Nearly 2/3’s of premature deaths and 1/3 of the disease burden in adults are associated with conditions or behaviors that began during adolescence. Policy change and education can address unhealthy lifestyles.  Inattention is destructive.  Dysfunctional adolescence saps the strength of families and weakens the future of nations. 
Adolescents have specific vulnerabilities, capabilities, receptiveness and health care needs that evolve throughout the second decade of life.  Very often care and support for young people is characterized by misconceptions, unavailability, unreliability and insufficiency.  An essential pathway to construct an effective system of care and prevention for adolescents is skilled participation of health care professionals.  Current training for these professionals is largely absent. The most effective window of opportunity for training health professionals is the pre-graduate level. Such training can assure that every graduating health professional has received basic knowledge, direct experience and skills that will enable them to understand needs of adolescents, be trusted by them and sensitively address their specific needs in a successful way. 
· The IPA urges the WHA members to vigorously support significant global advocacy, comprehensive, intersectional programming and national evidence based policies to touch the lives of vulnerable adolescents with positive interventions that will help direct them to positive outcomes.

· The IPA urges the WHA members to require adolescent development and health delivery content for undergraduate health professionals.  The IPA will advance its post graduate support for continued professional development, helping each of its 140 member national societies deliver skilled, trusted and successful adolescent care. 



	The International Pediatric Association (IPA) is a non-governmental organization with a membership of 144 National Pediatric Societies from 139 countries, 10 Regional Pediatric Societies representing all areas of the world, and 13 International Pediatric Specialty Societies. The IPA works collaboratively with member societies to mobilize networks of pediatricians for advocacy and programs in child health, working whenever possible with UN agencies.  IPA works in close partnership with the American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) on global vaccine priorities, and with AAP and the Albert B Sabin Vaccine Institute (SVI) on the Measles and Rubella Initiative.
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